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That, by the Continuance of 
Heavy Taxes and Impoſitions, and the 
 Mifcepplication of Pablick Money, Trade is 

deſtroy'd, the Poor increas'd ; and the 
Miſeries and Misfortunes of the Whole 
Kingdom demand the Conſideration of 
the FREEHOLDERSs of Great Britain, 
at the OO Election. 
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TO THE 


FREEHOLDERS 


And OTRHERs, 


ELECTORS&f MEMBERS 


70 Serre in the Enſuing 


PARLIAMENT. 


GunTi.bupn;. 
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Dod ue Palleſſors of 4 very great 


Share of Power, inherited by you 
in Right of your Birth, or elſe by 
ſome other generous Title made to 
you, in virtue of your being ree - 
Subjects of the f 9 0 . 
grit ain; ud, are t a veſte 

with that Truſt operty, 


will always have the moſt univerſal and affecting 


ence On 


| e Succeſs or Proſperity, the Diſtreſs or 
| y, bf this your —— am Country. 


I think 


— —————_— 2 
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<0 think it, therefore, not improper, at this juncture, 
and ſrom a View fo animating and enlivening as the 


Happy State of the Commons, and People of England, 


in Regard of their Liberties and Conſtitution, to offer 


with ſome Application to Jas, a ſhort Account of the 
pre ſent Circumſtances of Affairs (in ſome particular 


elations only) ſince it is meerly from Jour Caution, 
and a right Direction of your Voices in the enfuing 
Elections, that we can poſſibly expect to have Matters 
in any golerable Meaſure brought to Rights again. 


Gentlemen ; It is not foreign to the Occaſion I now 
take of addreſſing myſelf to you, to remind you of the 
Treachery and horrible Practices that were late a- foot, 
by the moſt wicked Execution of Evil Powers grant- 
ed to the Sowth-Sea-Company Directors, and even ſome 
then at the Ham not unſuſpeRed ; and that it would 
have been eſteemed, during thoſe fatal Tranſactions, 
no ſmall Comfort and Satisfaction to have found almoſt 
any ſingle Man in P t untainted with the black- 
eſt Infection that ever ſo predominantly reign'd a- 
mongſt us. How ſhould we prize thoſe * Members 
that uſed the moſt indefatigable Diligence, and made 
the utmoſt Efforts that were poſſibly in the Power of 
any particular Number of Men, in endeavouring to 


diſcover, without Affection or Favour, or any intereſt- 


ed Regards whatever, thoſe who had been Accompli- 
ces, or active in the Completion of their Country's 
Ruin, 8 were oppreſſed and borne 
down by Ignorance, Noiſe, and Numbers? But I 
juſt mention this, as it was the Antecedent and Fore- 
runner of the Conſequences of the Subject I ſhall here 
limit myſelf to, 1. The Complaints and Pove 

of the Nation; The Incumbrances under which 
we at preſent labour, And the little Proſpect we have 
of being Rene ved from this melancholy Scituation, oc- 
caſidned by that deſtructive, finful Scheme, and the un- 
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What I propoſe to ſubmit to the Confideration of 
the Publick, is ;. The terrible State and Burthen of the 
Nation's Debts ; which, for theſe Seven Years, wehave 
been fondly deluded that every Seſſions was to eaſe us 
in; and that the infallible Effects of a Septennial 
Parliament, would be Peace and Tranquillity, a Flou- 
riſhing Trade, a Freedom from Taxes, a Gene 
Affluence and Barg. and many ſuch Pledges of Secu- 
rity and Happineſs =—— But alas! what have we 
received in the room of Theſe : | 


I do not deſign to have any Retroſpection to parti- 
cular Perſaur, or here to cenſure Them, nor to enter 
into a Juſtification of any who might be ſo miſerably 
impoſed upon by thoſe Miſcreant Blood-ſuckers, as to 

ive Credit to their ſelf.deſigned Schemes, and to be- 
— them meant for the Publick Good : I ſhall y—_ 
out 18 according to the Opinion of any. Set or Party 
of Men; but) what is the Reſult of all calm and ſo- 
ber Mens Thoughts dare the general Demand 
and Solicitation that moſt viſibly appears for the Diſ- 
charging the Debts of the Nation, as the neceſſary 
Means of ſupporting the Kingdom, and maintaining 
(under an almoſt univerſal Bankruptcy) common Ho- 
neſty and Compaſſion between Man and Man. In 
what manner, as the Caſe now ſtands, are we to pro- 
ceed for the Elections of a New Parliament? Does 
not the Circumſtances of the Nation require the niceſt 
Care and Circumſpection to apply ourſelves to the 
chuſing of Gentlemen of Honour and Integrity; ſuch 
who will enquire into the Diſpoſition and Expending 
of thoſe Sumt that have been collected by Taxes, 
during this Parliament, from the Free-holders, and 
other —— of this Free Kingdom? Are we to bo 
drain'd of the Caſh that remains with the People? Or 


are we to force a Majority of thoſe who would repeat 
a ſecond South-Sea. Scheme? What Horror ſhauld it 
raiſe in us, when we reflect of many Perſons of Ho- 
nour and Family that ſcarce dare venture in Publick ! 
Are not our Gaols, Mint, 2. Privileged- Places * 

4 2 with 


(4) 
with Bankrupts of Note and Worth? What then, 
except an Abatement of Taxes, can produce the leaſt 
ſudden Effect ot Plenty among us? The taking off 
of little inconfiderable Duties, will no ways be a Bal- 
lance, if a long diſmal Catalogue of others are to reſt 
od the Bs re eo 


I believe no one will deny, that great Debts, and a 

Continuation of freſh 'and additional Taxes to' thoſe 
| Debts, are not ſome of the moſt deplorable Grievances 
[ that can depreſs a Nation; for that Taxes are origi- 
4 nally a Mark of Servitude, is agreed to by all: But 


| the more Humane, and Mild, and Juſt a Government 

| 1s, the leſs Rigorous and Severe it is in its Taxes ori 

| the People. Cuſtoms, Payments, and Taxes, remain- 

| ing upon a People for a Series of Time, and with 

| frequent Aſſurances of their continuing but for a ſhort 

| Space longer; will conſequently keep a People, who 
have not torally loſt all Senſe of Liberty, or are nct 

| | 

| 

| 

| 

| 


over-whelmed in Afflictions, Tyranny and Oppreſ- 
fions, in a continual Expectation of a Diſcharge from 
thoſe Tributes and Taxes ; and an abſolute Delay 
thereof will be eſteemed as the ſavage ExaGions cf 


an over:grown Power and Government. 
F<.1 SET DIG - ; 


The Ancient Romans (not a little skill'd in Civil 
Government) who, when they were Maſters of a very 
zreat Empire in the World, endeavour'd univerſally 
to make their People caſy, in Relation to Taxes ; 
13 and they found nothing contributed miore to the fix- 
= | ing and firmly eftabliſſin of their Power and Con- 
| ueſts ng inſtead of cruel or (exorbitant - Taxes 
4 Ens generouſly veſted in the People many noble 
Privileges and Immunities. It is the Mark of equal 
| Wiſdom; as well as Juſtice, | in ull Governments, ſo to 
temper their Oonduct, in reſpect of all Taxes to be 
levied-$ As not to purchaſe to themſelves, in the 
[| leaſt Degree, any Odium or Reflection of being the 
1 Authors 'of Violence and Rapine upon their Subjects. 
| | Certain natural Ci vilities (if. I may ſo ſpeak 1 aw 
1 | 9 4 
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Human and Divine; whereot Chriſtianity, the moſt 
binding Law; forbid whatever tends to the Propa- 
pation of Slavery, Detraud, Exorbitancy, Cc. wile- 
ly knowing them to be molt prejudicial to the Succeſs 
and Advantage, or the promoting of a willing Sub- 
miſſion to States or Princes. | 


The Romans, as they were punctual in their Pay- 
ments, likewiſe always obſerved ſtrictly to diſpoſe of 
any Spoils, gotten in War from their Enemies, ſo re- 
gularly and equally, as not to gratify the ſavage 
Herds of covetous, ambitious, or — CR 
tiers; and whenever their Government had Occafion 
for Impoſitions, either for Encouragement or Su 
of its Subjects, they raiſed them by-ſuch Intervals, 
that apparently exprefſed the Neceflity of laying 
them on: And when Publick Hoſtilities were over, 
and Worthy Patriots rewarded, thoſe Taxes forth- 
with . and did not continue to be a laſting 
Ravage on the People. Had they been artful, in in- 
venting and contriving Ways and Methods of Taxing 
the * and bringing in unreaſonable Sums into 
the Poſſeſſion of the Government, and without pub- 
tickly and fairly accounting for the Receipt of thoſe 
Levies ; the Subjects, undoubtedly, would have plead- 
ed their Privileges, as Romans, of narrowly inſpectin 
and N into the Management and Diſpoſal ot 
ſuch large Advances made upon them. I do not find, 
that they admitted of any Device or Pretences for 
the raiſing Money, but when the chief Reaſons there- 
of were notorious to the whole Common-wealth'; and 
ſuch as tended to promote the Peace and Reputation 
of the Government, where. ever their Fame reached, 
throughour the World, by -paying their Army, Pub- 
lick Miniſters and Officers, and carefully diſcharg- 
ing the State from laſting Debts and Incumbrances; 

which, where the contrary prevails, it will natu- 
rally tempt and draw on to Bribery and Violence; 

aps, in the End, to open Rebellion and Ruin. 
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And if this was the Caſe, as to Taxes and Impo- 
fitions under Heathen Governments : Let us make 
an Inquiry how 1t is, or ought to be, where the Rule 
and Power is exerciſed by Chriſtians and Proteſtants ; 
the latter of theſe boaſting much of their Superiori- 
ty in Wiſdom and Prudence, as to all Points relating 
to Human Society; and thence form a Compariſon 
our own Nation with the other Kingdoms of 


To begin with the Taxes impoſed by Common- 
wealths : That of the Dutch, which I may venture to 
pronounce, in ſome Regard, as powerful and arbi- 
trary as any Government whatever; yet has always 
taken Care ſo to particularize their Impoſitions, that 
but few of their Subjects know and are apprized ot 
the Neceſſity and abſolute Reaſons there are for 
them; and the Government fo. juſtly and clearly 
accounts for the Collection and Management of the 

ation's Levies, that, I believe, the pooreſt Working- 
Man in Holland is convinced ot the requiſite Demand 
there is for them, and is ſatisfied of the honeſt Diſ 
poſition thereof. Tis true, indeed, the Exciſe there 
is very great, and their continued Wars (which they 
have not been exempt from more than we of this 
iſland) has occaſioned them to make great Levies 
upon their People; but they have ſo wiſely and ho- 
neſtly order'd it, as always immediately to reduce 
them as foon as ever the Cauſe ceaſed : So that the 
Subjects are thereby able to vye with any Nation, 
in Matters of Trade or Riches. And the Hollanders 
exceed all Common-wealths I ever heard or read of, 
in a numerous Common People, Wealth, and Coin. 
It muſt then be granted, That their Taxes are ſo 
eaſy and reaſonable, and ſo prudently directed, that 
they do not-impoveriſh,/ and do, the People any 
Harm. 9 $74 591 IIS , 12 os. 


The Fenetians, whom, in Point of their Greatneſs 
and Antiquity, I ought ro have mentioned 22 
8 . ; hey 


(11 
they are far from being a poor Common. wealth; yet, 
the Cuſtoms and Impoſitions which they have at 
any Time laid upon the Subject (although ſcarce ever 
tree, for any Space, from diſmal and cruel Wars with 
the Turks) are not found to have diminiſhed or en- 
croached upon the Private * of the People; 
inſomuch, that the Juſtice and Prudence of that State, 
in Regard to the expending of their Taxes, have 
amounted to an Equivalent and Recompence unto the 
People, during the Continuance of their Impoſitions. 
The Chriſtians, who live in ſeveral Places under the 
Turkiſh Dominions, are not exerciſed with more ex- 
ceſſive Taxes, than thoſe that live in · ſome Countries 
where the Name of Chriſt is — though His 
Followers there are loaded with an Exciſe for every 
Bit of Bread, and even the Meat that they eat. But 
I ſhall come to a Period in Relation to the Taxes im- 
poſed by Common-wealths : And I only obſerve, that 
what I have here mentioned, may demonſtrate and 
certify to us, the vaſt Diſtinction between raiſing of 
Taxes to fupply the Publick Exigencies and 
mands, a diſcreet and honeſt Diſpoſal thereof; and 
he 22 * _— that _ a State's 
aying hold of every little Opportuni increaſing 
and 82 gb eir oP 2 Leview and the 
conſtantly forci oney out of the Hands of Quality, 
Gentry, and ——— ö , 


I ſhall now ſpecify ſome few Inftances of this Mat- 
ter, as it ſtands er certain Monarchies and King- 


doms. 


In the Empire, the Taxes being moderate and low, 
the People generally, by that Means, have the 
"3 portunity to improve themſelves as much as the Na- 
ture of ſo poor a Soil will admit of; which, never- 
— theleſs, they could not attempt, were they under 
F . W of great Taxes Join'd to their Native 


The 


(83 


'The Kingdom of Spain copies much the ſame Me- 
tod, in Relation to their new Levies and Taxes 2 
and which are not conſtant and laſting, but irregular; 
and of a ſhort Duration: And although they have 
great Armies utually a-foot, yet by the Diſpoſitions 
made in them, and the Quarterings of thoſe Forces; 
the People do now feel the Maintenance of them; 
meerly by the Strength of the Taxes levied upon 
them, and the Payments they make. | 


Portugal is, indeed, ſomewhat cruel in its De- 
mands upon the e made by their Mer- 
chants, thereby raiſing a prodigious Revenue, and 
becoming Maſters of immenſe Quantities of Specie ; 
which, nevertheleſs; is but an unfruitful Weight in 
their own Hands, any longer than they permit the 
full Currency of it among their People, and the Ex- 

ortation of it to other Nations, as a Means to make 
amends to their Subjects ( thereby encouraging of 
Trade) for what they extort from them by very hea- 
vy Taxes, Js 


As I have hitherto mentioned thoſe States which I 
regard as eaſier Taxed, in ſome Cafes, than our own ; 
and has; conſequently, tended to ſecure them from 
Poverty, and aggrandized and encreaſed their Power 
and Riches: I will now, therefore, refer to the King- 
dom of France; our i neareſt Neighbour and Acquain- 
tance, thouph by its unbounded Impoſitions, and 
tyrannical Exactions, has only gained the juſt Dete-- 

ation and Abhorrence of all other Nations (in, re- 

of © thoſe" cruel Levies made upon the People, 
both Clergy and Laity;) And the Effect of their 
barbarous Impoſitions, - has conſtantly proved widely 
different from the Defign and Intention of the Go-. 
vernment in the firſt raiſing of them: For, without re- 
flecting whether they have any Concern for cruelly 
impoveriſhing and draining the whole People of their 
Money ; yet, it is certain, they never imagined Thar 

1.4 | theit 
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their Treaſures would have been ſo very much ex- 
nded out of their own Dominions, in aiming at 
Foreign Conquelts ; which, from their reſtleſs Am- 
bition, and their frequent invading of their Neigh- 
bours, has almoſt always happened to them; and 
which I may venture to pronounce, without the Spirit 
of Prophecy, will prove the conſtant Fate of all King- 
doms and States that copy after the like Practice; 
or are over- forward with their Fleets and Armies, un- 
der Pretences of Aber others, when their proper 
Intereſt is not concerned, or, at moſt, is evidently 
beſt preſerved by not intermeddling in diſtant Broils, 
very remore and far off from them. I expect now, 
perhaps, ſome Queries to be put to me, as, What re- 
uires ſuch Reaſoning as this in a Time of General 
eace ? Or, To what do theſe Intimations conduce ? 
Where are there any Armies now on foot, or Fleets at 
or going to Sea? Or what 1 do we ſee 
making to interpoſe in the Affairs of Others? To 
which I ſhall only anſwer, That as ſuch like Tranſ- 
actions ha ve happened, even in a Kingdom well known 
to us, and at certain Times, not out of the Memory 
of Man; fo, for the future, we may find it molt pro- 
fitable to avoid the ſame Scene over again. 


But I proceed to what I propoſe to my ſelf in this 
Diſcourſe, namely, a 2 of our Taxes with 
thoſe I have mentioned Abroad; and then to inquire 
into the Cauſes of the Kingdom's paying ſuch Great 

Taxes. And, ſecondly, What Uſe is made of thoſe 
Taxes ; Whether Trade be decayed, and the Poor 
increaſed by them; and, in the End, Recommend 
the applying to a New Parliament for Remedy in 
thefe Particulars : Which it behoves us, with more 
than ordinary Ardour, to hope and ſtrive may conſiſt 
of ſuch Worthy Patriots, who will vigorouſly, and 

without Partiality, oppoſe that rampant Atbiteary 

Force of Hrivate Intereſt that ſeems violently to be- 

Rride and abuſe the Nation, | 8 | 
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And, firſt, it will be neceſſary, in comparing of our 
own Taxations with thoſe already ſpoken of, to con- 
fider- the Laws and Manner of different Countries i 
raiſing of Levies and Taxes upon their Subjects; * 
then, as to the Bulk and Continuance of their Taxes. 


Firſt, The Cuſtoms and Manner of Taxing are 
almoſt as various as the Climates: But to reduce m 
ſelf from multiplying of Words, or the inſtancing 
from all the Kingdoms in Europe, I will only mention 
the moſt notablc. DAN) 5/5; | 


| | 4 4 * 

Germany, whoſe Taxes ariſe moſtly from a Tenure, 
or Obligation, of its Principalities, Dukedoms, Free 
Cities, c-;to furniſh a certain equal and juſt Sum, 
in Return for thoſe Conſiderations A. to them 
by the Government or Empire. They have likewiſe 
2 Method of levying Money in the Diets: Neither 
of which Ways are very Burthenſome to the Lords 
and Nobles, or Tyrannical or Oppreſſive to the Com- 

ty, | 12500 | 


In Spain, though the Taxes may be wholly impoſed 
by the King and Council ; yet, Regard is The in 
4 Caſe of jo general Concern, in taking Advice of 
the Nobility, and other Societies, that they may be 
formed and laid with a Degree of Acquieſcence . and 
Agreement of the Subject; and by that Means are 
yot tireſome, nor felt fo ſenſibly by them. 


It has happened in this Age, even in a Country 
where Liberty, Juſtice, and Property, are, pretended 
79 be encquraged and protected, and pleaded for and 
extoll'd; beyond any other Conſtitution in the Word, 
that * Sufferings of the Subjects have, in ſuch a 
Natjon, proved unſpeakable, from giving into the 
airy, fantaſtick Schemes of ambitious, covetous, and 
vain-glorious Stateſmen, and the deceitful Crafts of 
geſigning Undertakers or Directors, countenanced by 
. | Y * - r * b ” g . : mErce- 
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merce Powers granted to them; and to compleat 
the ſe 1 treſh Straits and Emergencies, 
ſecret Expeditions, Fleets and Armies, have added 
freſh Taxes to the Account, Such Tranſactions ad- 
mit of as large a Field of expatiating on the Criſis 
of a Kingdom's Credit and Riches, as the moſt pre- 
dominant Power whatever prevailing over them. 4 


But to go on, as before: France, where the Taxes are 
of a very conſiderable Size, and the King's Power of 
raiſing Money, depending in great Meaſure on his In- 
clination ; yet, nevertheleſs, it is the Practice of that 
Crown, in order to the obtaining of any Supply: from 
the People, to conſult the Parliament, and to. have 
Recourſe to their Ordinances, for Levies and Duties 
to be placed on ſuch Commodities only, as hey oe 
moſt expedient. And I cannot help remarking, 

although their Impoſitions and Taxes have many 
times been ſudden and weighty upon the Subject; 
yet, I have not obſerved fo general Complaints and 
Outcries of Miſ-application and ill Management, 
as have frequently prevailed in other Countries; 
which, if upon juſt Grounds, , will give great Re- 
55 to a Prop e under the Payment of acute 

axes. | 2 W | 


In Sweden, they ſeem to have a peculiar Happineſs 
allotted to their Country, as to the Ways of making 
eat Part of their Levies: For as they abound in 
nes of Copper, Iron, Tin, &c. from whence the 
Grown is allowed a Tenth ; as. alſo, from all Corn, 
Cattle; & c. and in great Meaſure the Riches of the 
Church-Lands ; ſo that the People are very much 
exempt from burthenſome Taxes, except in an ex- 
traor _ War (as of late they have been engaged 
in) when the King has a Power to raiſe a Tribute from 
his Subjefts, ' ©: 


The Subjects of Muſcovia are wont to raiſe their 
Taxes from the Commodities of their on Growth 
B 2 . only, 


| 
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enly,: which the Tradeſmen and Dealers pay, and 
are afterwards allowed a Licence and iſſion to 


vend them in what Manner they pleaſe. 


— The Dube of Flnensr, whois placed in — 
fruitful Part of the World, and his Subjects in the 


Enjoyment of a moſt flouriſhing Trade ; has the Op- 
portunity of raiſing to himſelf what Helps he pleaſes, 
without being able to impoveriſſ the People. | 


However, it is evident, the Levies and: Taxes made 
upon them, are not ſo much as perceived by them: 
For what a Mart of Riches and Trade do they ap- 
pear to be, ſurpaſſing moſt of the Potentates in 


- 
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Venice there can be no very irk ſome or ns 
Taxes; unleſs we can fuppoſe the whole 

monwealth voluntarily to engage themſelves into ſuch 
Payments ; for as they confiſt of an Ari , fo 
the Senare, who repreſents the whole People and Bo- 
dy of their Dominions, are watchful and diligent in 
maintaining the Good and A of thoſe they pre- 
ſide over and mean to take care of. N 


The Kings of Poland are ſo tyed up, that they can 
come at no Money; but by the unanimous Ordinances 
of the whole Diet. e. e 2 


The Taxes of Denmark aro very eaſy and inconſi- | 


derable : The a Duty on Cattle, Corn, and 
1 but Ns reat Value: For the 
groateſt Part of the Production of their own Revenue, 
is eollected from all Ships and Veſſels paſſing the Sound, 
by which Means they are Tr vented labour- 
ing under any Burthen of Taxes themſelves: Nor 
do 1 find that Government at any Time requiring 
any more than a moderate Supply or Aid from the 
People. 1 1 
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I think; I have gone through with a brief Account 
_ ates Bulk of the Taxes and Impoſi- 
tions, as they are at preſent impoſed and levied in 
moſt of the Kingdoms and Goveruments in Europe; 
And 1 ſhall now come to a Compariſon of the State of 

our own. Taxes with thoſe of our Neighbours and 
Foreign Nations near us, and the Examination (as I 
2 of the Reaſons thereof, and the 8 
of them : Our having ſtruggled for ſeveral Years 
with this Load upon our Backs, is obviouſly the 
cafion of the inſupportable Encreaſe of the Poor 
amongſt us; and although it be conſtantly pleaded, 
to mollify this Weight and Preſſure upon us, That 
Money in this rl is never raiſed, wy Con- 
ſent of Parliament; and that it is only made Uſe of 
in Defence of Religion, _— and Property (which 
truly are glorious Jewels, y to contend for) and 
that any, who think they have at 1 4 — with 
their®fes open, ſeen ſome different Practices, they 
muſt be Enemies to the real Peace and Welfare 
of the Kingdom, prejudiced and contriving againit 
its Happineſs and Advantage ; N I fay, this is no- 
toriou y 7 — Eaſe to us. — N 3 it that = 

and Liberty appear more bright and flouriſhin 

— heav — — Taxes redved from Year 
to Year? Or can it be proved, that a Free People can 
taſte the higheſt Enjoyments that can flow from 
thence, when loaded with numerous Duties, and 
immerſed in Debts of ſuch a Magnitude, that the 
diſcharging thereof is almoſt impracticable with the 
Safety of the Nation ? And that our Credit and Re- 
putation is growing and increaſing, notwithſtandi 
we are like to be driven to the unavoidable Choice 
Two melancholy Extremes, viz. The blotting out of 
our Books, and an effacing as irretrievable an infinite 
Number of Creditors, who have lawful and juſt Claims 
upon us; or, The ying of Debts by the Virtue of 
wild Schemes, by that Means to fink under a 


| final Bankruptcy, Ought not ſuch a People to reflect 


with 
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with Horror and Anguiſh of Heart, at any who ei- 
ther by Miſmanagement or Villany have reduced them 
to ſo terrible an Ebb? The Difference in England 
from other Countries, in laying on of Impoſitions, is 
only this; That all are alike affected by the Taxes 
they Pays proportionably to the Expence of their Qua- 
lity and Station; though this will not prove entirely 
a Compenſation ; for unleſs in the Money that is raiſed 
there is a nice Obſervation and Care had to our 
Manufacturies, ſo as not to hinder or bar the Trade 
of the Nation; all the Regards otherwiſe, for the 
Subject, will affact them only in Point of Honour 
and Shew. | | | 


And as to continually getting together large Sums 


of Money from the Subje& Annually, or filling the - 


Coffers of the Crown by Taxes and Levies, the ut- 
moſt and moſt conſummate Skill and Honeſty will 


became nece to aflign and appropriate them, 


that they may in ſome Meaſure redound t# anſwer 


the Uſes they were at firſt ſaid to be raiſed for. And 


if Laws are often repeated for the granting New Sup- 
plies, and by large Sums at a time, then anEnquiry into 
the Neceſſity, Defign, and Application of extraordina- 
ry Aids and Aſſiſtances, will earneſtly and prevalently 


take Place: And if ſeveral Millions Sterling (incredible 


Sum !) ſhould appear to have been criminally or 


fooliſhly imbezzled or unaccounted-for, What, exce 


the Divine Interpoſition, could prevent inevitable 
Ruin and Deſtruction ? Where would remain the 
Defence of a Kingdom, if it were diſpoiled of its 


Wealth by long and tedious Impoſitions, and its Trea- 
ſure to be diminiſhed and ſunk by ———4 
0 


or Ignorance, or the inſatiable Appetites of innumera- 


ble rapacious Penſioners. | 
Indeed, the Uſes and De ſigns for which Monies 


are levied with us, are commonly diſcloſed and made 


appear in Parliament; and afterwards, Whether there 
have been Diſpofitions and Appropriations accord- 


ingly. 
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ingly. And it is incumbent on every Member fitting 
in the Houſe of Commons, to endeavour, with the 
utmoſt Truth and Honour, that the Grounds of all 
Supplies and Taxes be rendred plain, and reaſonable 
| conformable, to Regards had for the Love an 
Care of their Country, and the indiſpenfible Dictates 
of Integrity and Compaſſion. This leads me, there- 
fore, to an Examination into the Cauſes ( as far as 
one without Doors may venture to be curious ) of 
our preſent Taxes, 


At the Time of His Majeſty's happy Coming to 
the Throne, the Nation (which had laboured under 
the deepeſt Apprehenſions and Fears, what would 
be the Event of the wicked and clandeſtine Mea- 
ſures of the Laſt Miniſtry of the late Reign) diſco- 
vered an immediate Change of their Confaf ons, to 
a Pitch of Joy and Satisfaction, ariſing from the 
refreſhing Proſpect they had of being delivered and 
ſecured from the Purpoſes and Perſons of thoſe 
deteſtable abhorred Adminiſtrators; and a remark- 
able Senſe and Confidence that was (with Reaſon) 
laced on the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, for a 
Bo and final Support and Refuge for the Nation, 
in the utmoſt Extremes, to betake to; viſibly actu- 
ated and prevailed among thoſe few Friends then 


remaining to an expiring Country: But we were ſoon 


diſturbed in the * and happy Enjoyment of His 
Majeſty's Family ane over us (and of the Aſ- 
ſurances of Peace and Plenty thereby ſecured to us, 
the Favour of Heaven then ſmiling on us ;) by an 
open declared Rebellion againſt the King's Right 
and Government; and this promoted by the very 
Perſons who had been ſolicitous in tendring the ut. 
moſt Services to Him, and his Royal Relations; and, 
to aggravate and enrage their Crime, had ſworn 
Allegiance and Fidelity to Him, and abjured the Per- 
fqn of the Pretender. 2 
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I recolle& theſe Paſſages, as they were indeed, in 
ſome Degree, the ſad Grounds of tucceeding Charges 
and Troubles to the Nation; though by the Bra- 
very and Viglancy of the Army, the Addreſs and 
Wiſdom of the Council at home, we at length far- 
mounted theſe Straits and Difficulties ; made 
ſuch prudent Proviſions by Parliament, for Supplies, 
to defray our vaſt Expences (which fo great an Event 
muſt naturally put us 5 as were conſiſtent with 
the Eaſe and Ability of the Subject, and highly 
— to the Honour and Dignity of the King. 
om. ak 2 


But may we he ſuffer'd to demonſtrate the Grounds 
and Reaſons of the preſent Payments continued or 
revived from Seſſion to Seffion ? May we be per- 
mitted to ask, If there are any neceflary Provifions 
for the Houſhold or Court ? that we ought to 
rd and fence againſt extraordinary and ſudden 
Fru tions and Wars, by having a loaded Treaſury ? 
Is there any large Increaſe of Naval or Land Forces 
requiſite to be made? Do we find the Circulation 
of Money and Credit riſen to fo great an Height 
among us, that we can eafily diſpenſe with nume- 
rous Taxes? Do they enrich the Nation, and pro- 
mote our Trade, and enhance our Credit and Repu- 
tation Abroad? Or can we ſuppoſe a Redemption 
could be made of the Loſſes occaſioned in the late 
Sonth-Sea Riot, by Impofitions or Levies upon the 
Commonwealth? Or ought we to expect the ſureſt and 
beſt Subjects, I mean the Landed Men, will conſent 
to be immerſed in a Flood of Taxes, for the eafin 
of Numbers of infatiate Perſons, who haye mil- 
carried by their black and horrid Schemes? O Tem- 


pers! O Mares! 1 


But I will purſue the Thread of my Diſcourſe, 
"Tis certain, beyond Contradiction, that grofs and 


weighty Taxes will tend to impoveriſh a Nation ; 
51 2 contract 
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contract its Treaſures, diſſipate its Trade, and give 
Birth to Poverty and Diſcontent; unleſs open Wars 
are to be ſtopped, and a declared Neceſſity of watch- 
ing the Motions of our Ad verſaries, or Circumſtances 
of the like Kind, which will always produce general 
and publick Charges. 


To come, therefore, nearer the Matter. Will not 
many and over burthenſome Charges on a Common- 
wealth naturally hinder the employing Numbers 
of Poor and Idle Perſons ; and alſo cauſe a Deca 
of that Induſtry and Labour, which would otherwiſe 
ſtrengthen the Whole Body: So that what would 
terminate to the general Uſe of the Publick, is here- 
by prevented by Methods that virtually, if not im- 
nediarely, affect the univerſal Induſtry and Dili- 
gence that ought much rather to take Place ; for 
every Member of the Body Politick, is refreſhed and 
animated by the Life and Motion that there is in 
the Whole, | 


Tt will poſſibly hardly be believed, 'that from the 
reſent Annual Income of the "Taxes, even here in 
this Kingdom, that the meaner Subjects pay many 
Times the Proportion to the Publick Levies, out of 
their daily Expences, more than they did a dozen Years 
ago; and fo, indeed, every Degree and Rank amongſt 
us; with this Mitigation, that would but the latter 
Sort reject Opportunities of gratifying their Extra- 
vagance, they would be able, on Publick Occurrences, 
LY Core, their own Quota ot Payments, vaſtly to 
the Bulk of their Fellow - Subjects. 


Have we not been in great Expectations, every 
Seffion, of Alterations to be made in the decreaſing 
the Burthen of Taxes ? How long will Troubles 
and Diſaſters happen to us? For my Part, I ſhall 
always, with the utmoſt Alacrity, make the finall 
Share of Payments that _ be levied upon me, as 
91 bag 
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an Individual of the Common - wealth, and which are 
enacte d by Authcrity for the Good, Honour, and 
Satety of His Majeity, and of His Royal Houſe; 
and with a fincere Heart and Readineſs, as tar as 1 
am able, contribute to all Advances that may be 
thought at any Time requiſite thereunto; as we have 
always ( next under God) found them, in repeated 
Inſtances, the only Defence and Bulwark ot this 
Nation ; our utmoit Chearfulneſs in being at ſome 
Expence and Charge for the Enjoyment of ſo man 

Advantages and invaluable Securities, is the leaſ 

Return we can make: This is abſolutely the real 
Sentiment and Reſolution of every well-meaning and 
honeſt Freeholder in Exg/and. After this Declara- 
tion, one cannot be ſuſpected of any other View in 
this kind of il-natured Addreſs, than ſoliciting the 
higheſt Caution and Scrutiny at the approaching 
Elections; neither can it be eſteemed impertinent 
to take more Care for the future, that we may there- 
by eſcape falling again into Romantick wicked 
Schemes of Hair-brained Politicians, in the room of 
Diſpoſitions that would certainly be of Benefit and 
Improvement to the Kingdom. 


I ſhall now proceed to enquire concerning the Uſe 
and Application of the Taxes; fince I look upon it 
almoſt as a Poſition, that the Poor are Increaſed, and 
[Trade Decayed thereby : And upon this Point there is 
a great deal might be. ſaid ; the Nature of Trade in 
England does nearly concern and affect us, and the 
Decay and Want of it at any Time, is moſtly the Oc- 
caſion of all Publick Miſeries and Inconveniencies ; for 
though our Lot is fo fortunately ordered for us, that 
in manufacturing of many of our: own Commodities 
(which are the Product of our Nation only) and which 
we are riſen to a great Degree of Perfection in; yet the 
Ballance of our Treaſures and Riches muſt be produ- 
ced from a Free and Flouriſhing Trade; otherwiſe we 
Mall ſoon become as-poor and defenceleſs as 9 moſt 

| rren, 
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barren, arbitrary Country in Europe. Our Trading, in 
all Ages palt, Liiciendy has 2 cha the 
ulence of the Kingdom can only ariſe from hence; 
and it is the Height of Vanity to imagine, that Re- 
turns of Great Charges and Duties are not a Hindrance 
and Depreſſure to it; or that a Reformation, as to our 
Wealth and Credit, can poſſibly be accompliſhed, 
whilſt we ace impaired by Misfortunes, or too great 
Impoſitions. *Tis a known Afertion, That the Im- 
rovetnent of our 'Trade, is the Employment of our 
oor ; but at this Time of Day, we meet with thoſe 
who pretend to convince us of the contrary ; as'if great 
Taxes and Levies were not hurtful to the Common- 


wealth and deſtructive to Trade. 


There can be no greater Deformities in the Engli/þ 
State, than that Induſtry and Trade ſhould be Fr) ag 
raged or interrupted, be it by Funds, fictious Schemes, 
or plundering Corporations, inſtead of ſpreading 
abroad the Products of our own Arts and ManutaQtures 
by a Foreign Trade and Commerce, and which would 
center in raiſing the Fortunes of the Subject, the 
Grandeur and Revenue of the Crown, and the Acqui- 


fitions of the Kingdom. 


The Levying, (with us at any Time) of numerous 
Taxes, though it doth not immediately carry off the 
Stock of the Nation, yet it virtually and moſt afſuredly 
is prejudicial to us, as it takes off and depri ves (during 
the Continuance of them) multitudes of s of the 
Poor, which otherwiſe could be afforded to be em- 
ployed ; and thereby at length becomes a Diſeaſe to 
every County in the Iſland, by infecting them with 
Idleneſs and Poverty; the conſtant Miſchiefs that will 
flow in upon us from fix'd and durable Taxes; which, 
when maturely confidered, will always gain Abate- 
ments and Allowances for Trade. * 


C 2 Men 
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Men of Induſtry and Trade, the Merchants and 
others, when promoted and encouraged, will be emu- 
lous to reduce the State of the Commonwealth to its 
wonted Standard, and thereby give Reaſon to pride 
herſelf beyond all other Kingdoms, in the Riches of 
her Commerce: And by the Obſervations I have al- 
ways made as to our own People, and from the Neigh- 
bouring Parts around us, we have ever flouriſhed moſt, 
and the Dominions of our Little Spot appeared in the 
greateſt Security, by encouraging an open, unlimit- 
ted Trade, and exploding all Praftices that tended to 
circumvent or depreſs our Swarms at home, in the 
Management of their Arts and Commodities here, or the 
Merchandizing of them abroad : For, to confeſs the 
Truth, we muſt own, that we are not diſtinguiſhable 
by our Induſtry; and altho' we have ſo many Commo- 
dities peculiar to our own Growth, and very conſider- 
able to us by Special Licences and Grants in the Set- 
tlements of thoſe Manufacturies; yet we ſhould find 
them incredibly uſeleſs without ſuch Encouragements 
and this ariſing from an Indolence and Neglect that 
ſeems to prevail in our Conftitution and Diſpoſitions; 
ſo that whenever I fee in other Countries the Power 
and Riches of a ſmall State, or a little Dukedom, from 
a Right Management and Direction of the various Oc- 


cupations of their People, and the Lraplaying of their 


Poor; I grieve for the want of the utmoſt Encourage- 
ment that might be indulged to the Subjects of Great 
Britain; which contains in its Incloſures, Thouſands of 
Artiſts and Mechanicks, moſt excellent in their Kinds, 
-and Variety of Manufaftures, which, carefully main- 
tained and ſupported, would be ſo many Means of ren- 
dering us (I may fay) the moſt formidable and happy 
Power in the World. Shall we then, i1iſtead of for. 
warding of Trade, ſooner comply with the ravenous 
Inclinations of a Set of Men, who like Hawks and 


Vultures, live upon Prey, without ever doing Good to- 


the State; but are continually upon the Flight to de- 
vour? And a continual Duration of large Taxes and 
Duties, 
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Duties, are miſchievous Moths, that in Time will eat 
out the Heart and Vitals of the Kingdom, by blunting 
the Tools of the Induſtrious, that would be profitable 
to the whole Community, as well as to themſel ves, 
were they not pinch'd by Duties and Payments, And 
farther, as to the Gentry and better Sort of Perſons, 
who ſhould be Benefactors to their Country by a 
conſtant, regular Expence, and a Conſumption of the 
Commodities of Trade; I fay, theſe in Time of long 
and laſting Impoſitions, will be apt to change their 
. Meaſures, and to deprive the Publick of the uſual ex- 

Qed Benefir accruing from them, by locking up and 
—— what they would otherwiſe, in Times of Re- 
ſpite from Taxes, expend and lay out; and then 
nothing but downright Force will draw out of Holes 
the Specie of the Nation, which we may be aſſured 
will be hidden and concealed, as the only Means to 

evade the Power of Publ ick Exactions. 


But how is it to bs wiſhed, That the enſuing Su- 
preme Council of the Kingdom may purſue ſuch Me- 
thods that will effectually eaſe our Trade, and eſta- 
bliſh our Manufacturies; which will ever be a Preſer- 
vation to us from being puni ſhed with Cruelties, Wants 
and Di ſorders that the contrary Defect will conſtantly 
2 I don't know, whether a downright Pro- 
ibition of Trade from abroad, and if no Money was 
to be Levyed at Home by "Taxes, might not prove as 
little hazardous to the Wealth and Credit of a Nation, 
as Practices of vaſt Duties and Impoſitions, which 
weaken and depreſs all Commerce; beſides great Pay- 
ments in other kinds that ſhould affect all Denomina- 
tions of Men. 6 


If we conſider ourſelves from the Native Commodi- 
ties we enjoy, vi. Meat, Drink, Bread, Cloaths, and 
theſe in ſuch Plenty as to be able to diſpoſe of by Trat- 
fick to'other Nations ; the many Mechanical Arts and 
Manufactures whereof, we have in PerfeRion, all una- 


nimouſly 
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nimouſly tending to advance the Riches and Powet of 
the Kingdom: I ſay, from theſe Views tis mos > + 
to what Courſe or Cauſe the Conſequences of ſuc 
Bleſſings are fled! Our Labour and Trade ſeem to 
be at a Stand, and Arts and Sciences to be diſeontinued 
by us; not conſidering that an Iuterruption but even 
of a few Months, may deprive us of both Men and Arts 
= there is no diſuſing of theſe to be admitted of for 

imes and Seaſons) by a ſurprizing Change of Hands 
and thereby our Neighbours to receive the Products of 
our Single Growth, and the Superior Arts and Endow- 
ments that our own People were alone Poſſeſſors of. 


Is there ſuch a viſible Ceſſation I am ſpeaking 
of? And does it ariſe from an Indolence and In- 
activity in the People? Or, Is it ſeemingly cauſed by 
any extraordinary Preſſure on Trade, from conſider- 
able Impoſts and Taxes? Or, To what muſt we aſſi 
it? Or, Is this a Charge no ways to be carried to the 
Account? and the aforementioned Paradox felt as an 
evident Truth; viz. That Payment and Taxes, are 
ſo many numerous "Treaſures to a Kingdom? But till 
Iam my ſelf convinced of it, I cannot forbear attributin 
the decay and want of Trade (in moſt Conſiderations) 

roportionably as the Demands and Levies are upon 
it to thoſe Iſſues and Duties; and I know of no ſure 
Purpoſes or Methods that will not fail of increafing our 
common Stock whilſt we are dejected with theſe Preſ: 
ſures and Weights. And to evince the Truth of this, 
it would not require me to exceed the Limits of a 
Pamphlet; for I am morally certain, that the Levying 
of prodigious numerous Taxes, in the Compaſs of a 
few Years Time, will be an Equivalent and Ovet- 
ballance upon the Subject for the Amount of all the 
Profits of Trade, of three times that Space of Years : 
And the Keenneſs of Artiſts, Mechanicks, Husband- 
men, as well as Traders and Merchants, will be 
ſo pall'd and ruined thereby, that they will rather 
chuſe to confine themſelyes to the uncertain, danger- 
| | ous, 
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ous, and, I am ſure, wicked Gains of Stock-jobbing, 
and unlawful Contracts, than to the honeſt and 
commendable Returns of Money by Trade ; and 
which really can only maintain and ſecure the Pro- 
fits of Private Men, as well as that of a whole Na- 
tion alſo, 


The Seperation of Trade from us, or whatever re- 
motely inclines thereto, will infallibly be a Grievance 
of the higheſt Extreme to us; and if ever the Subjects 
and Merchants ſhould be loaded with Multitudes of 
Duties and Taxes, we ſhould then unavoidably be 
brought, in the End, to ſuch a fatal Conſequeyce. 
And 1s it unreaſonable to dread the Truth of this Aſſer- 
tion, or, to conceive, that we aſſuredly feel any Effects 
of a want of Trade? Do we, never hear it repeated 
(on that wonted famous Mart of Trade, the Royal Ex- 
change of London) There is no Trade? Are theſe Scitu- 
ations real Truth and Fact? Or, is it only Clamour 
and Faction? Can we ſubſiſt under ſo unhappy a 
State, if it proves true ? Do not the Principal Branches 
of our Riches and Credit depend upon our Commerce ? 
Can there be Exception taken againſt thoſe who at all 
Times are vigilant to prevent the Decline of Trade ? 

But to = a very few Proofs more : 'The 
CalleCting of vaſt Treaſures by diverſity of Taxes and 
Levies, will naturally create a Diminution and Loſs of 
Specie to the Subject; a Diſcouragement which proves 
unſpeakable in Trading ; for though Abroad, we deal 
Commodity in Exchange for Commodity (which does 
not always happen neither) yet Seamens Wages, Ship- 
Ping, and Bills of Exchange, muſt be paid in Caſh ; 
and however Private Men may ſubſiſt, yet Trade muft 
be at a Stand, and the Publick generally impoveriſh- 
ed by Loads of Taxes and Want of Specie : And as 
often as great Payments are preſſed for, 'tis ſo many 
freſh Obſtacles to the carrying on of the Profits and 
Flouriſhing Condition of a Nation. 


Another 
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Another Mark of Decay may be ſuſpected from the 
little Stock of Ready Money which there is in the 
Country ; and is viſible in every County, from the Dif- 
ficulty Landlords have of getting their Rents. The 
Country is confiderably changed in this Point, ſo that 
It is become almoſt invidious to mention it; and upon 
this Article we may be convinced of the Neceſſity of 
the Augmentation of Trade abroad, as the ultimate, 
only Remedy that can be made uſe of for the gaining 
an immediate Redreſs on this Head, and ſtrengthning 
the Credit and Reputation of the Kingdom. And it is 
no Error to inſiſt, that Trade may be ſorely hurt and 
mjured by the Diſadvantage of heavy Taxes ; and the 
Want of Buſineſs to all Traders fully verifies it to us. 


After ſuch like Enquiries and Reſearches as theſe, 
E cannot but be perſuaded, That every honeſt Eng- 
tiſh-man and Free holder, will naturally join with me 
in making. ſome ſerious Conjectures, what will be the 
Iſſue of our State and Condition: And that Fears and 
Apprehenſions, which prompt us to the ſecuring the 
Mafattures, Arts and Induſtry of the Nation, are 
not improper or injudicious ; for the Increaſe of our 
Poor, and the Decay of our Commerce, are Omens 
that merit our ſtricteſt Vigilance and Enquiry. And 
herein Men of Fortunes and Subſtance in Tra e, lam 
fure, will concur with me. 


The Evils and Dangers that will moſt infallibly preſs 
upon us from great and extreme Taxes, are ve 
evident ; and it muſt be acknowledged a fingular 
Inſtance of Wiſdom and Care for the Publick, when 
Parliaments are moſt inquiſitive concerning the Con- 
dition of the State, as to this Matter, above all: 
And it 1s vain for us to imagine Expedients can be 


found out, unleſs we are all thoroughly agreed what our 
Caſe is. And, I think, from what 1 have offer d, 


7 


it pretty naturally diſcovers it ſelf as 1 
from a precipitant Breach of Credit; a * 0 
e, 
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Trade, and a Want of Money. And as the State 
of Things appear, we can make no Miſtake to what 
their Determination is owing; and if we will but 
found the Methods and Practices we are to take, 
agreeably. to theſe Evidences, the Event cannot, 
by the Divine Fermiſſion, prove otherwiſe than 
happy. en SHEER 
| * There is no Society in the World, who have a 
more magnificent Truft, than the Houſe of Com- 
mons of Great Britain; and, conſequently, none have 
a greater Power of preſerving the Health and Pro- 
ſperity of the State, which they direct and preſide 


over. 


I haye run through the Nature of the preſent 
Taxes, and offered the Reaſons that ſeem convincive 
of their being, at leaſt, injurious to Trade; if not 
to the Riches, Credit, Liberty of this Nation. 
And as to the Uſes to which they are applied; it 
cannot be ed for me to ſay much here, ſince 
that is an uiry to be made, with Safety, in a 
Houſe of Commons only, I have hitherto taken 
ſome Pains in addrefling the Frecholders, and Ele- 
Qtors of Parliament, on this ſeaſonable Subject; 
but have been obliged to omit ſome Hints that 
might, perhaps, have given Offence to M———rs 
| ers. However, it is not eaſy working 
upon the Credulity of the People of England ; nor 
to perſuade them, that the extorting of vait Sums 
of Money, are ſoft and gentle Ways of promo- 
ring the Happineſs and Good of the State: But 
(Thanks be o God) Inventions and Impoſtures 
cannot be impoſed upon us; Fools and Lunaticks 
may, be ſo far intoxicated as to believe Chimera's 
t Politicians; but a wiſe and true Lover of his 
Country will not ſhut his Eyes againſt this gaping 

Chaſm, that requires the utmoſt Expedition an 
Dexterity in the cloſing = again, Let us — 
ow 
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lence and Frugality,/ oh of PU, ſelves only, 
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prevemted by our narrow ennie he” Hap- 
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and Exigencies of the State; which, 180 al make 
Taxes:'and' Levies: ſit eafier . on the A. For 
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ugmentation thereof; and to be be attended with 
Sufdicions, as to the Ules and Diſpaſit of hee) 
would be a Grie vance that could not r ſupport 
but with the ſharpeſt Miſery and. Impa n, Pe 
prevent: which diſmal,” Tyranny,. the Laws and Cu. 
ſtoms of this Realm have: inveſted every. Individual 
in Parliament with a Right of Enquiry, concerning 
the Disburſinents of the Treaſures of the Nation; 
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and every Member of that powerful Body is baſely 
uilty of perfidiouſly wronging and injuring of his 
Country; who knowingly, or negligently, connives or 
winks at the joerg mages alienating the Riches of 
the Publick, to any other Uſes than thoſe which 
the ---"y Common-wealth ſuppoſed them to be grant- 
ed for. | 


And here it is with ſome Warmth that I could 

roceed in Addreſſing the Electors of Knights and 
Burgeſſes for the enſuing Parliament, and, in ſhort, 
the whole Commons of the Kingdom, 'That they 
would avoid Hurry and Precipitancy in their next 
Choices; or ignobly to barter the Wealth and Liberty 
of their Country, for the Views of Private Profit and 
Intereſt : And that the mention I have here made of 
the Taxes of the Nation, with the Tendency and 
Uſe of them, may be of ſome Weight to perſuade 
them, deliberately to diſpoſe of Votes for New Mem- 
bers; and that we may be cautious in not toleratin 
the Hopes of our own Perſonal Advantages to — 
over the indiſpenſible Duties of Integrity and a Pub · 
lick Spirit, which we owe to the Common- wealth; 
and not to indulge and fawn upon a Set of Men, 
who ſhall be either ſeverely bent againſt, or ignorant - 
ly incapable of the Good of the Kingdom. 
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